Conqress of the United States

Washington, DE 20515

May 8, 2026

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Kennedy:

We write to express our grave concern about your comments suggesting the U.S. Preventive
Services Task Force (USPSTF) will be overhauled and the solicitation of nominations that
followed those comments. USPSTF is a trusted, non-partisan body that provides clinicians and
patients with evidence-based recommendations to prevent serious illness. The Task Force helps
deliver affordable access to preventive care to patients across this country, and we strongly
oppose any effort to politicize its work.

USPSTF members are nationally recognized professionals in primary care, prevention, and
evidence-based medicine. They are selected through an open, public nomination process and
include experts from a range of fields, including behavioral health, family medicine, geriatrics,
internal medicine, pediatrics, obstetrics and gynecology, and nursing. USPSTF’s
recommendations are based on rigorous review of peer-reviewed evidence and dictate insurance
coverage of preventive services. Critically, current law requires insurers to cover USPSTF-
recommended services without cost sharing, ensuring equitable access to essential services,
including screenings for cardiovascular disease, behavioral health, and various forms of cancer.

Despite the importance of this body, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has
been quietly undermining its work for the past year. While USPSTF’s Procedure Manual clearly
states the Task Force is intended to meet three times a year, the Task Force only met once last
year. Additionally, the terms of five of the 16 Task Force members expired in December, and the
Department has not provided clear information about how the Task Force will be returned to full
capacity. These actions have slowed progress in issuing recommendations, directly impacting
patients’ access to preventive services.

We urge you to immediately resume the Task Force’s critical operations in a manner consistent
with the principles of independence and scientific rigor and halt any effort to replace duly
qualified members of USPSTF or add unqualified members to the Task Force’s ranks. The
Department’s pattern of appointing individuals without the necessary qualifications to scientific
bodies, exemplified most recently by the removal and replacement of Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP) members, must not be replicated.

To ensure USPSTF can continue its life-saving work, we request an immediate response to this
letter.
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